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River in 1779 with a contract to supply the Halifax dockyard; his first cargo of
masts arrived in Halifax in 1780.1° By 1782, Davidson supplied not only enough
masts for Halifax, but a surplus for the English dockyards, as well. In 1787, 200
masts were shipped from New Brunswick to England and the province
dominated the masting trade until 1804. By the time the New Brunswick trade
had been stifled by Quebec’s monopoly to supply masts to the British navy,
circumstances connected with the Napoleonic Wars instead launched New
Brunswick into the square timber trade.2°

A timber shortage during the wars with the French Republic (1793-1815)
forced Britain to obtain her wood supplies from British North America.
Increasingly high duties on Baltic timber, accompanied by the admittance of
British North American timber duty free, made the lumber industry boom in
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and the Canadas. As the timber reserves had
sparked the export of masts, so the preferences gave momentum to the trade in
square timber. Nova Scotia exported more fir and pine timber than did New
Brunswick until 1805 and more than the Canadas until 1808. After 1805, New
Brunswick’s exports far exceeded those of Nova Scotia. Canadian exports of
square timber surpassed New Brunswick only in the year 1812

As might be expected, many timber merchants arrived in the provinces from
Britain during this period when Baltic supplies were unavailable. One such
investor was attracted to Pictou in 1803. He was James Milnes, a merchant of
Kingston-upon-Hull, England, who for the previous fifteen years had been
engaged in the importation and manufacture of timber in Great Britain. He
acquired 5000 acres on the “River Tony,” built an establishment valued at
£10,000 for the production of timber, and began exporting to Britain.

After the Battle of Waterloo put an end to hostilities, the colonial timber
preferences caused years of agitation. British merchants sought to have the duties
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