Update on Cranberries at Apple River and the Origin of Apple River’s Name

The name “Cranberry” started as “Craneberry”

From

http://www.cranberryfarmers.org/cranberrytrivia.htm
There are several theories as to the origin of the name 'cranberry.' One is that the open flowers look like the head of a crane; another is that cranes like to these sour berries.

1) From Regis Brun, Acadian Arhives, Université de Moncton
I asked Regis the following questions:

Apple River is given as Riviere Aux Pommes on Acadian maps. 
There were cranberry in the vicinity of the marsh ( I am told that cranberry bogs did exist near the salt marsh) and a story of how Apple River got its name is as follows. “Cranberries did not exist in France and so the French simply called the Apple River cranberries "Marsh Apples".” However, the web site 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cranberry 

indicates that Europe does have cranberries. In fact, the present French name for cranberry is canneberge. Did the Acadians use a different name?

…………………………………………………….

Regis reply #1

Interesting query ?

Question: ''Rivière aux pommes'' Acadians maps. 

Always thought myself that the pommes stood for apples.

Question: In fact, the present French name for cranberry is canneberge. Did the Acadians use a different name?''

Yes, the Acadian popular name,  for canneberge, was and is still is ''pomme de pré''= marsh.

Question: So is it the reason for the nomenclature use.

A lot of Acadian names derives figuratively from the Micmac,

eg. Chicanbenaccadie- for place where chicabennes growes, wild or Indian potatoes.

……………………………………………………………………………….

Regis reply #2

Bon dimanche, Kerr

I will send your e-mail to Ronnie-Gilles LeBlanc, who is with Parcs Canada

since 2007. He is very familiar with old maps, etc and about the area.

The Dictionnaire Robert say that it first appears in literature in the 18th

century. There was salted marsh in western France.

Question: Did the Acadians from the wertern part and Normandie and Bretagne, were

using the name pomme de pré' brought with them to Acadie ?

Will check tomorrow in the ''Le parler acadien'', Geneviève Massignon,

comparing old Acadians words with the ones in France, if it mentionned. She is the in that area.
_________

Coincidentally, speaking of ''pré'',  see last issue of ''The Atlantic'',

July/August, p.18, Letters do the Editor from Prof. Walker, Rutgers University : regarding ''pre-salé lamb'' as in pre-salted lamb.

He correct an article who did not know his Français, not having the accent

aigu, '' é '' It meant ''lambs raised on salt meadows or marshes grass''

------------------

My observation about ''pomme de pré'' to apply to Rivière aux pommes,

naturally would be an hypothesis. How comme the cartographer did not indicate ''Rivière aux pommes de pré'' ?

I must be more exact regarding ''pomme de pré''.

Pomme in collooquial Acadien, is pronounce ''poûme'', like in ''poom''; and

rivière, is riviére, acute accent, rather

the '' è ''so it was :  Riviére aux poûmes''

régis

……………………………………………………………………………….

Regis reply #3

Kerr

If you read  Thomas Pichon, Lettres et Mémoires pour servir a

l'histoire naturelles....Cap Breton, 1760, 1916, p. 13

he says: '' petit fruit rouge...qu'on nomme pomme de pré''

Pomme de prés was known 1930-1960, among Acadians from Pubnico,

Chéticamp, P.E.I, Iles Madeleine.

Since the 1760,n ot use in France.

But in Ardennes, France, pomme de marais(swamp)

Régis

Regis reply #4

Robert Hale. ''Journal of a voyage to Nova Scotia, 1731...'', which i'm

sure you know, has on p. 235, July 1st

''We are now on  ye N. Shore opposite to River of Pome, which is about

a League above..ye .N. point of Cape Cheenecto.

Régis

………………………………………………………………………………………

2)

A friend, Clemm Larsen, is a local historian for the Apple River area. Clemm is in his mid 70,s and lives in Ward’s Brook. I sent Clemm the following question.

I am looking at the origin of the name Apple River as well as the extent of cranberries that exist or likely did exist at Apple River. I gather that cranberry bogs once were situated adjacent to the marsh. I have looked in the area close to Barry Allen's new cottage but no luck in finding them. Can you add any details? I gather that you picked cranberries when you grew up in Apple River.

Email #1 from Clemm

Most bogs have two kinds of small cranberries, the red ones and the sandy speckled ones.
bigger "Cape Cod" berries the most of which I know were(are) at Slough (Sloop) Creek near the marsh between Barry Allen's and the Bar. Although they grow elsewhere. 

On the little farm where my father and mother lived on Fields hill there were a couple of acres of swampy pasture. My mother in cleaning them, threw the undesirable ones in the pasture. A few years later they had grown covered about an acre and my father and I picked a washtub and a bran bag full of  them. They even grew wild on the way to the Bar about halfway from Fields hill to where you live but  when they upgraded the road they disappeared. They were also at West Beach. The blossoms are often frost killed in spring so no berries that year. They were usually picked after the first hard frost in autumn . The frost would drive out any maggots in them.
 
I seem to recall that Vernon Nuttall, about 50 years ago picked a great amount which he took to Monton and sold to Dominion Stores. Perhaps Larry Nuttall or Harris could expand on that.
 
And of course there are the "Upland Cranberries", really Fox Berries which grow in dry places like the Apple River bar and in blueberry fields sometimes.

……………………………………………………….

Question #2 for Clemm

Location: "at Slough (Sloop) Creek near the marsh between Barry 
Allen's and the Bar" 

I have looked but maybe I have to go into the woods a bit. I always walked along the marsh and very close to the woods. 

Kerr

Clemm’s reply

At Slough Creek they grew right where you walked. Where the woods met the Marsh.
………………………………………….

Email #3 from Clemm

My belief after, talking with an educated Acadian,  is that the Pommes in Riviere aux Pommes were those Cape Cod Berries. The French called them Pommes des Pre, but in common usage they would be just called "pommes". The berries there were on swampy land on the shore. They would rarely get salt water on them.
 
That folk lore about the place getting called Apple River after a little ship load of Apples capsized,  filling the harbour with apples is too simple and far fetched in my opinion.


