Hi Colin

Here are a few notes, written quickly so I might be rambling a bit.

At the Amherst Registry of Deeds office (9 Havelock Street) there are two groups of Deed Record Books. A small group of 20 to 30 books that trace their origin to Partridge Island and cove the years from the late 1780’s to the late 1940’s .These books were moved to Amherst in sometime around 1949, 1950 and are the land transactions contained are for Parrsborough Township (which extended from Advocate to Five Islands). The other collection of deed books is much larger and their contents cover the remainder of Cumberland County. A surprising number of deeds from Parrsbourough Township can be found in the Cumberland books and vise versa. AND the deed books at Kentville, which start in the early 1760’s , have many deeds for our side of the Minas Basin! Also all of the probate records prior to 1840 are in Kentville.

I think that you and Murray Scott should visit 9 Havelock Street in Amherst. You will find the Parrsbourough Township deed books on your left as you enter the spacious and brightly lit reading room that was built for viewing the records-both deed and probate. The probate records are in large filing cabinets and the Cumberland books , as well as the Parrsboro books are on nice shelves fitted with rollers. Take Kleenex because you might cry if you take from the shelf a books created in Partridge Island. Remember that shortly the only eyes that will see these treasures will those of a few bureaucrats some where in the Halifax area.

We now know that the software for accessing the digital material only allows searching by grantor or grantee name. The needs of the historian were not built into the interface. To use deeds and probate records as sources of historical data for a particular region of the Parrsboro Shore, Cape D’Or for example, a researches must first determine the names of the property owners ( on  Cape D’Or in our example). I the past a large book called the “Index” allowed one to locate names. On each index page one simply looked along a column marked location. By doing this I found many entries for the name  Cape D’Or. The deeds I then examined showed that Cape D’Or has a complex and interesting history that dates to 1763! Keep in mind that I had to go to Kentville and use their deeds.

Simple browsing reveals information unexpected information as well.  How does this sound??  Soon one will not be able to browse, even electronically, deed books that first saw the light of day at Partridge Island.

We must tell Murray Scott  that the old index books absolutely must be scanned ( for Amherst, Kentville, etc) and researchers must be able to view all books as they were scanned. That is we must have digital copies of all books. The Properties Online software only gives us limited access to our heritage.
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