Several members of the Parrsborough Shore Historical Society and of the Cumberland County Genealogy Society are concerned about the “possible” fate of the Registry of Deeds Books and the Probate Records currently located in the Registry of Deeds Office in Amherst.  Once these records have been digitized, the original copies of the records will no longer be available; in fact, there is concern that these old documents are to be destroyed.  It is my understanding that this scenario is already in operation in every Registry of Deeds Office for the entire province of Nova Scotia.

This project is well underway in Amherst but for the moment, only the most recent documents have been digitized.  When trying to use the digital records I have already encountered a loss of important information since none of the indexes were preserved in digital form.  As you know once you lose the index, the end result can be the loss of the entire record if careful consideration is not given to online retrieval and to database design issues.

I want to bring this issue to your attention.  As a researcher and a professor in the province of Nova Scotia, you too may want to react to this situation.

This possible fate also appears to be a reality for all of Nova Scotia’s County Registry of Deeds and Probate depositories. 

The problem started when the decision was made to digitize all of the deed books in each county office. The interest in making a database was, of course, wonderful. The problem is with the policy created for the design and use of the database as well as for the future home of the deed books. I have been told that all deed books will be removed from their present locations and placed in storage.

