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Theme: Transfer of dyking technology from northwestern Europe to Acadia.
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Theme: Dyke building is a practice that depends entirely on co-operative labour and organization.

In this paper Professor Sebold states that: 

“This paper will examine the importance of cooperation and organization as it corresponds to successful land reclamation.  It will compare and contrast the success of salt-marsh reclamation along coastal Maine and coastal New Jersey.  More importantly, it argues that coastal New Jersey’s reclamation schemes were far more successful because of the organizational layers that reinforced cooperation and because many of those involved in reclamation were attached to each other via Quakerism.  Maine’s coastal reclamation schemes were far less successful because there were little to no organizational layers to reinforce the cooperation needed for the drainage of its salt marshes.  Furthermore, the paper will speculate on why this lack of complex management existed in Maine.”
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In 1970 the Nova Scotia Government took over the responsibility for managing the dykelands within its boundaries and the responsibility for maintaining of the dykes and aboiteaux (Perry-Giraud, p6). Prior to this a special statute of the Nova Scotia Legislature gave the owners of any dyked salt marsh in the province the option of having their marsh body treated as an independent governmental entity that in today’s terminology is called a special-purpose district (Wikipedia, p1) or a Statutory Local Authority for a Special Purposes (Webb, p 3). Special-purpose districts are a form of local government that offer specialized services only to those persons who own land within the district and the administrators of such a district are empowered to tax the districts land owners. For dyked Nova Scotia salt marshes the special-purpose was dykeland agriculture and the specialized services provided involved the building and maintenance of the hand-made dykes, aboiteaus, and dales (a particular drainage method performed with a horse and plough) in order to prevent the dykeland from being inundated at high tide. 

A form of statutory local government for dykland agriculture existed in England as early as the thirteenth century when records indicate that efforts were being made to drain and embank various wetlands. Success was limited due to the lack of cooperation and organization among the owners and inhabitants of the meadows and marshes. The historians Sidney and Beatrice Webb trace the development of wetland local government in England and how it came to be called Commissioners of Sewers in the time of King Henry VIII. The concept of Commissioners of Sewers was introduced into Nova Scotia in 1760 when the Nova Scotia Legislature introduced an act titled “An act for appointing Commissioners of Sewers” (The Statutes at Large of the Province of Nova Scotia, 1758 to 1835, p 59).
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Graeme Wynn states that generally, contemporary commentators are critical of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries farming methods of the post-expulsion settlers in the Upper Bay of Fundy. He gives examples of the widespread perception that Planter and Loyalist settlers had great difficulty in mastering techniques in which the Acadians were proficient. Professor Wynn’s provides an argument that challenges these views and he “contends that in the basic matter of dyking technique, continuity rather than hiatus marked Fundy marshland agriculture in the second half of the eighteenth century.” He provides evidence that “adverse contem​porary comparisons of "English" and Acadian cropping patterns were mislead​ing because they ignored crucial questions of market demand, population size, and subsistence requirements.” 

