Introduction

When I started researching the dykes and aboiteous found along the Parrsboro Shore and Apple River I encountered what is most likely a not uncommon mind-set or attitude about the value of tidal wetlands. They were simply smelly, muddy, useless salt marshes containing dykes invented and built sometime in the remote past by Acadians. I was aware that both freshwater and saltwater wetlands were important ecosystems but I was completely unaware of the fact that the Acadians were not the only people who found salt marshes suitable for farming, fishing and hunting. It turns out that England, France, Holland, Spain and other European countries not only have large salt marshes but also have a very long history of salt marsh use. This is a history that predates Roman Times and in order to understand why the new England Planters were able to quickly learn and carry on the dyking practices used by the Acadians it is necessary to have an awareness of this history. A well an overview of post glacial geology and the mechanism of salt marsh creation after the last ice age is also important. A deep understanding of the long history of salt marsh use by humans and post glacial geology is also necessary in order to use research findings to change the common mind-set or attitude about the value of tidal wetlands.

The New Interest in Dykes and Aboiteous

Interest in dykes and aboiteous is a relatively research interest and is a byproduct of the environmental movement. Sale marshes are ecosystems and carbon sinks and scientists who set up measuring equipment on these tidal wetlands noticed long low narrow mounds. Some , such as Dr. Sherman Bleakney, sought an explination for their existence and use. 

My interest in dykes and aboiteous stems from a chance incounter with ecosystem concerns.

The study of Parrsboro Shore and Apple River dykelands must be done in the context 

The New England Planter Dykeland Context.

Background History and Post Glacial Geology

