Introduction

I developed an interest in salt marshes when my daughter Caroline enrolled in a salt marsh ecology course given by Professor Gail Chmura at McGill University’s Department of Geography and Centre for Climate and Global Change Research. At the dinner table Caroline would describe the contents of her course and the class trips to the Saint Lawrence River tidal wetlands at La Pocatière. As she talked about the diversity of plant and animal life on the marshes I was amazed. During my teenage years I had spent many hours fishing in the rivers that flowed through several salt marshes on the Parrsboro Shore and had never noticed any of the plants and small animals that Caroline studied. As well I never noticed gave much thought to the long narrow grass covered mounds that either ran along the riverbanks or appeared to have at onetime to actually have formed a dam across the river. These low mounds were of course the so-called running dykes built either by the Acadians or by the English-speaking settlers who had the good fortune of being placed on the fertile lands vacated by the Acadians when they were forcibly removed in 1755.

My interest in salt marshes grew to include dykes and aboiteous shortly after my daughter completed her salt marsh ecology course. An older resident of Advocate told me that he sometimes showed visitors the remains of an Acadian dyke located on the Advocate marsh. Out of curiosity I walked the Advocate marsh and found the impressive remains of the dyke. Over the next few days I told people about my great discovery of Advocate’s Acadian dyke, and they all thought it was a wonderful find. Eventually, however, I told the story to Bernad Elliot, Advocate’s last dykeman. He quickly informed me that I had found the ”English Dyke”, the Acadian dyke was up the river at the far end of the marsh in West Advocate. Also, he informed me that the “English Dyke” was completed in 1870 and was the last of a series of dykes built by Advocate’s English settlers. 

I was fortunate to have been able to interview Bernad Elliot during the last few years of his life. I was also fortunate that during this time Dr. Sherman Bleakney provided guidance and comments on the information I received from Bernard.

