I apologize for not getting back to you, but I have been swamped with 

school work.  I plan on answering your questions soon.  Please don't 

give up on me.

Kim Sebold

On 18 Oct 2007 at 11:51, Kerr Canning wrote:

> Hi Dr. Sebold

> 
> Some time ago, when I first became interested in dykes, I was given your 

> name by Carolyn Johnson at the Machiasport Museum. I am contacting you 

> now because my research has progressed beyond the early stages and I 

> have specific questions.

> 
> I am gathering information on the historical development of dykes in the 

> Upper Bay of Fundy ( Nova Scotia ) communities of Apple River, Advocate, 

> Fox River and Diligent River. This activity has generated a particular 

> research problem that is briefly described in the next paragraph. It is 

> my hope that you will be able to provide material that will benefit my 

> salt marsh investigations.

> 
> My background is physics but now that I am retired (from the Physics 

> Department at John Abbott College in Montreal) my time is spent on history.

> 
> A you know, the Acadians were the first settlers and dyke builders in 

> Nova Scotia and in 1755 most were forcefully removed from the province. 

> However, the practice of dyking and aboiteau (tide gate) building was 

> continued by the incoming English settlers. This activity continued well 

> into the 1900,s. When I discuss my research findings on English dyking I 

> often encounter a reluctance on the part of my audience to believe me 

> when I say that the Acadians and their progenitors in France were NOT 

> the only people to have constructed dykes and aboiteaus. This 

> unwillingness to believe has forced me to gather documentation on early 

> dyke building in general.

> 
> I know, in a vague sort of way, that dyke lands exist in places such as 

> Maine, New Jersey, and Delaware. If possible I would like to locate 

> detailed information on the early dyking methods used along the US 

> Atlantic coast. To this end I found a paper in Ecological Engineering, 

> 25 (2005) 214-230 titled /History of Delaware and New Jersey salt marsh 

> restoration sites / by Kurt R. Philipp. Because this article is dealing 

> with salt marsh restoration, dyke construction methods are not provided. 

> The word tide gate is used on a map. Is a tide gate the same as an 

> aboiteau (a sluiceway with a one way valve hinged at the top)?? For a 

> diagram of an aboiteau see

> 
> http://www.museeacadien.ca/english/museum/tour/aboiteau.htm
> 
> I use three other sources that deal briefly with dyking in various parts 

> of the world. These are

> 
> Bleakney, J. S. (2004). /Sods, soil, and spades: the Acadians at Grand 

> Pré and their dykeland legacy/. Montreal: McGill-Queen's University Press.

> 
> Hatvany, M.G. (2003). /Marshlands: four centuries of environmental 

> change on the shores of the St. Lawrence/. Sainte-Foy, Quebec: Presses 

> de l'Université Laval.

> 
> Maritime Dykelands: the 350 year struggle. (1987). Province of Nova 

> Scotia: Department of Agriculture and Marketing.

> 
> Specific Questions

> 
> 1) On the Upper Bay of Fundy a brush mat, a mat of small trees, was laid 

> down on either side of a dyke's aboiteau . I am wondering if such a mat 

> was used for the tide gates in Maine, New Jersey and Delaware? See

> 
> 
> http://www.versicolor.ca/kerr/Code/DykesOf/AppleRiver/GoatIslandDyke/AboiteauImages/Aboiteau27September2007/_9270081.jpg
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 2) In Nova Scotia, dyked salt marshes owned by English settlers and 

> their descendants had a "Commissioner of Sewers", a township official 

> charged with overseeing the construction and repair of marshland 

> drainage ditches, dykes, and aboiteaus. Such an office existed in 

> England from the time of King Henry VIII when he introduced drainage 

> methods to England´s Fenlands (Hatvany, 2003, pp 39). In 1760, the 

> province of Nova Scotia created this office for its marshlands. Did such 

> a township office exist for the dykelands in Maine, New Jersey and Delaware?

> 
> I just learned that you have an on-line book "From Marsh to Farm" and in 

> it you mention "meadow companies". Meadow companies and "Commissioner of 

> Sewers" are probably similar in nature.

> 
> 
> 3) The sods for Nova Scotia dykes were cut with a tool called a "dyking 

> spade". See

> 
> 
> http://www.versicolor.ca/kerr/Code/Spade/HomeSpade.html
> 
> Was the tool used for cutting sod in Maine, New Jersey and Delaware also 

> called a "dyking spade" and did it look like the tool shown on the above 

> URL and in the reference below?

> 
> Bleakney, J. S. (2004). Sods, soil, and spades: the Acadians at Grand 

> Pré and their dykeland legacy. Montreal: McGill-Queen's University 

> Press. Pages 33 to 43.

> 
> 
> 
> 4) My general web site is

> 
> http://www.versicolor.ca/kerr/Code/
> 
> 
> 
> 
> I will appreciate any help that you can provide

> 
> Sincerely and hoping to hear from you,

> 
> Kerr Canning

> 
> 
> 
> 
