Maps, photographs, as well as aerial and satellite images will be used to develop an awareness of the dykes and aboiteaus that exist at Apple River, Cumberland County and on the coastal area from Advocate to Parrsboro. The dykemen who built these substantial hand made structures were highly skilled and processed a knowledge of dyking methods that appear to be similar to the technology described in Professor Sherman Bleakney book  “Sods, Soils and Spades: the Acadians at Grand Pre and their dykeland legacy”. Professor Bleakney’s research showed that the New England Planters who settled the Minas Basin townships of Cornwallis, Horton, Falmouth, and Newport gained this knowledge and skill development from a group of Acadians who had not been deported. My research indicates that what these Minas Basin Planters gained from the Acadians they then transported across the Minas Basin to the Parrsboro Shore and to Apple River.

Maps will be used to show salt marsh locations in Western Cumberland County and aerial images will show the location of dykes at Apple River, Fox River and Diligent River. The high tides that flood salt marshes at Apple River and along the Parrsboro Shore have a silt load that is very small compared with the quantity of silt that the tides bring to the marshes on the Cumberland Basin, the Cobequid Basin, and the Minas Basin Planter marshes. A satellite image will be used to show an important physical difference and its relevance to dyking history. Photographs of the Apple River and Parrsboro Shore dykes and remaining aboiteous will be used to illustrate similarities and differences between these structures and those described in Professor Sherman Bleakney’s book. 

